y

DEATH AND EUTHANASIA

,/ ! IN ]EWISH LAW ' fﬁ
A "j‘él
e

| Essays and Responsa 7 e

(«f‘( /-}a.é'
. 4 . ,!"-7 &
Ldited by E
g.x“-‘:‘;;
Walier Jacob and Moshe Zemer #f“
i 4 P o . _;ﬁ'ﬁ
j‘éf ; ;,“"V I ) 7



DEATH

AND

IN

JEWISH

EUTHANASIA

LAW




STUDIES IN PROGRESSIVE HALAKHAH, VOLUME IV
Also in this Series

Walter Jacob and Moshe Zemer (eds.) DYNAMIC JEWISH LAW,
Progressive Halakhah - Essence and Application

Walter Jacob and Moshe Zemer (eds.) RABBINIC - LAY
RELATIONS IN JEWISH LAW

Walter Jacob and Moshe Zemer (eds.) CONVERSION TO JUDAISM
IN JEWISH LAW - Essays and Responsa

AFFILIATED WITH THE WORLD UNION
FOR
PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

DEATH AND EUTHANASIA

IN JEWISH LAW

Essays

and Responsa

Edited by

Walter Jacob and Moshe Zemer_

ABRARAY UPPIAR LIBRARY

Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah
Pittsburgh and Tel Aviv
Rodef Shalom Press

1995




This volume is dedicated

to
Published by the Rodef Shalom Press the memory of
4905 Fifth Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15213
U.S.A.

Stanley H. Levin 9"t
Copyright ® 1994, Solomon B. Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah

4905 5th Avenue and
Pitsburgh, PA 15213
U.S.A.

Dr. Jacob Mittelmann b7t
4 Rehov Levitan

69204 Tel Aviv
Israel

s ' AT EL
il QIR R
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 94-68867
Jacob, Walter 1930-

Zemer, Moshe 1932-

ISBN 0-929699-06-8




CONTENTS

PREFACE . .. . et ei i v

INTRODUCTION ... ..t vii

WITHDRAWING OR WITHOLDING NUTRITION, HYDRATION
OR OXYGEN FROM PATIENTS

Mark N. Staitman . . . ... .. v v v m oo t
EUTHANASIA
Leonard Kravitz . . . . o o v v vt 11

SUICIDE, ASSISTED SUICIDE, ACTIVE EUTHANASIA

A Halakhic Inquiry
Peter Knobel . . .. . . e 27

RABBI JUDAH’S HANDMAID
William Cutter . . . . .o oo e 61

ENDSTAGE EUTHANASIA - Some Other Considerations
Walter Jacob . . . . o o e 89

DETERMINING DEATH IN JEWISH LAW
MOShE ZEIMET . . . v v o v e e e 105

SELECTED REFORM RESPONSA

BEuthanasia (1950) . . . .. . i 123
Euthanasia (1980) . . . .« .« o 127
Quality of Life and Euthanasia . . . ...........cvveeen 131




Huntington’s Disease and Suicide . .. .. ... ..o vvvovnen 135

Caesarean on a Dead Mother . . .. ... .. .o 137

ALiving Will .. ... .. e 141

Choosipg Which Patient O SAVE . . . e 147 PREFACE

A Medical Experiment . . . .. ... .ot 157

A Dangerous Medical Experiment ... ................ 161 W .

Nutrition and Incurable Cancer . ... ......ccoooveeneo. 165 ¢ continue to be grateful to the Rodef Shalom Congregation

A 167 for.suppoqing the.Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah and its

An Eiderly Patient Who Refuses Dialysis ... ............ 169 assistance in technical matters connected with the publication of this

Surgery at Ninety-SiX . ... ... .vvoecoe s 173 volume. We wish to thank Barbara Bailey for her efforts with the
. CPR and the Frail BIJerly . . . . ovv oo oo 177 typescript as well as Douglas Szalla and Svetlana Geguzina for their

Physician Keeping Truth from a Patient . .. ............. 179 help. Our thanks to Rabbi Daniel Schiff and Irene Jacob who assisted

Informing a Dying Patient . ... ....... ... v 181 with the proof reading.

Determination and Postponement of Death . . . ........... 183

Passive Buthanasia . .. ... ... ... v 191

Allowing a Terminal PatienttoDie . . ... .............. 197

CONTRIBUTORS .. .. . e e




DEATH AND EUTHANASIA
IN JEWISH LAW

Essays and Responsa

edited by

Walter Jacob and Moshe Zemer

THE FREEHOF INSTITUTE OF PROGRESSIVE HALAKHAH

The Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah is a creative research
center devoted to studying and defining the progressive character of the
halakhah in accordance with the principles and theology of Reform Judaism, It
seeks to establish the ideological basis of Progressive halakhah, and its
application to daily life. The Institute fosters serious studies, and helps scholars
in various portions of the world to work together for a common cause. It
provides an ongoing forum through symposia, and publications including the
quarterly newsletter, HalakhiaH, published in the United States. The foremost
halakhic scholars in the Reform, Liberal, and Progressive rabbinate along with
some Conservative and Orthodox colleagues as well as university professors
serve on our Academic Council.

This collection of essays is the product of the fourth symposium held
in Montreal during June 1993, This book follows the volumes DYNAMIC
JEWISH LAW, Progressive Halakhah - Essence and Application (1991),
RABBINIC - LAY RELATIONS IN JEWISH LAW (1993), and CONVERSION TO
JUDAISM IN JEWISH LAW (1994); it is part of a series whose subjects are
diverse and the approaches taken by the authors are equally so. We wish to
encourage wide ranging discussions of contemporary and historic themes.

$ 15.00 ISBN 0-929699-06-8




